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The present edition is the outcome of a careful collation of the
following printed editions and MSS:— ‘
» (1) Calcutta Edition—very inaccurate.
'(2) Benares Edition—fairly correct.
3) Anandsshrama Edition—very incorrect,
(4) MS. of Bhashya only—tolerably accurate.
(5) MS. of Bhashya only—most incorrect and wholly unre-
liable. ‘
(6).MS. of Bhishya with the gloss of Anandagiri—fairly
accurate.
- (7) MS. of Shankardnanda—Dipik4 only
All the above four MSS were procured from the Deccan College
Library for this edition.
(8) MS. of Bhashya and the gloss procured by Mr, Mahadeo
Shistri Bikre—fairly accurate.
(9) Bhashya only, belonging to the Gujarati Press Libtary—
first page wanting,
.(10) MS. of Anubhutiprakisha—my own.
The text of this edition has been arrived at by an ecclectic
process which the several MSS. derived as they are from different
sources, have enabled me to cartry on.

No single printed edtition or MS. out of these is quite free
from a number of setious blunders of some kind or other. The
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Shri Véni Vilds Press edition of this Upanishad was received only

after half the work had been printed. An excellent edition of

 the Bhishya with Vanam4ld Tikd was received after the whole

work had been printed. All the important readings and correc-

* tions suggested by these two are given in the accompanying list of
Variz Lectiones and Corrigenda.

In the extant editions the text of the Bhishya has been dis-
figured by typographical errors, by inmsertion of words, phrases,
and sentences where they ought not to be, and by omission of
those that are necessaty. An ordinary Sanskrit scholar may
make his way through some of the errors with the help of the two
glosses of Ana.ndagm, one on the Bhsihya itself and another on
Sureshwarfichirya’s VArtika on the Bhashya, but not through
others which render the Bhéshya quite unintelligible even to a very
erudite Sanskrit scholar. These defects I have tried to remove. I
have given only those readings that yield some good meaning or at
least are not absurd,

A special feature of this edition is the innovation introduced in
regard to two or three matters. In none of the editions obove
referred to, is there any attempt made at punctuation or division of
the text of the Bhishya into paragraphs on a sound principle. In
the present edition special attention has been paid to punctuation.
The text of the Bhishya has also been divided into paragraphs.
Page headings and marginalia have been freely inserted. The
student will find all these of great help in understanding the Bhishya
and following the line of argument through the several stages.

Another special feature of this edition is that here, for the first
time, the quotations—numbering about 300 are plainly marked and
their sources indicated. All but 8 0r9 have been traced and verified.
*‘Only quotation hunters will rightly appreciate the immense labour
and research which it implies®’!

I have also included in this edmon, in convenient sections, the
Taztzmyakamdyapmkaska from VidyAtanya’s Anubkutiprakisha,
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an excellent summary of the Bhashya, At the end will be found
Shankarénanda—Dipiké which is a running commentary in easy
and plain language, on the {panishad.

In composing the notes I have of coutse had a great mass of
material to draw upon in the works of Swreshwardchdrya and
Vidydranya who have commented upon the Bkdskya and the
Upanishad, For help, indeed, in certain classes of detail difficul-
ties, I have had most often to turn to other authosities; but no
other works have I found so fertile in philosophical suggestions.
These suggestions, I would remark, ate to be found in unobtrusive
notes, as well as in marginal headings, I have gleaned these
sheafs from my own field of labour with a view that they may be
of some use to general readers and students of the Bhashya. My
debts to these classical authors I have tried to acknowledge in all
cases as they were contracted; but it may well be that, in annotating
an Upanishad on the subject matter of which there are so many
commentators, I may have sometimes put down, from ignorance
or forgetfulness, as my own, what ought to have been credited to
another.

Though the subject of interpollations, dislocations, duplicate
passages, and different readings would be a matter of extraordi-
nary philological interest to some scholars, it would be beside the
aim of the notes as concerned with the pslosophical doctrine of
the Upanishad.

In the first appendix will be found verses from the Saza-
Semhitd on the use and value of the different systems of religion
and philosophy in different stages of intellectual and moral progress
of man,

In the second appendix will be found an inner harmony of the
several antagonistic systems,

The index added at the end does not proiess to be exhaustive.
It is designed mainly to help the student by bnngmg together sonte
of the more important topics,
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My best thanks are due tomy friend Mt. Ambalal M., Eugine:er,
B. A., LL. B., fojhis invaluable help in correcting and punctuating
 the text, in collating some mss., and in preparing the indezf §cc.
I am also grateful to Mr. Daji Sahib Khare, B.A., LL. B., for giving
me facilities to get some valuable reference books. I am indebted
also to my friends Mr., Tansukharam S. Tripathi, B. A, Mr.
Hiralal B. Shrofi, 8. A. and Mr, Keshavji Nursy for lending me
some valuable Sanskrit books.
B

The Tazttiriya Upanishad is so called because of the recension
(Skdkhd) of the Krishna-Yajurveda to which it belongs. Itis
one of the most popular and best known of the classical Upanishads.
It enjoys this popularity and high immportance, first because,
it alone treats, among other things, of the five Koshas (sheaths
or vestures of the self) ; secondly, because of its grand motal and
spiritual philosophy. As the doctrine of the Koskas is the pivotal
doctrine of the Vedanta on its theoretical as well as its practical
side, students should thoroughly understand it before proceeding
further in their Vedant study. The late Prof. Max Muller (Vide
his Ledanta Philosophy, p. 35) remarks that in this Zadttiriya
Upanishad ‘‘the uniform purpose running through all of them
(the Upanishads), was clearly brought out, and a system of
philosophy was erected out of such diverse materials, which is
not only perfectly coherent, but quite clear and distinct on almost
every point of doctrine.”’

C

No philosophy, ancient or modern, can be said to come
within a measurable distance of Shri Shankardchérya’s. All of
them are confined in space and time to the sciences; while Shri
Shankarichirya’s is bounded on the one hand only by Infinity,
and on the other only by Eternity.

Instead of speaking in supetlativs language concerning the
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grandeur and the ‘beauty of the Adwaita System, we must, by
diligent industry and by transparent sincerity, seek to make that
system our own. Abundant will be our reward. A true conception
of the Universe and of our relations to it; a larger conception of
Life, and a nobler conception of the duties which that Life in-
volves; apure source of happiness and a firm basis for that morality
without which happiness is impossible: these are among the benefits
that will be bestowed upon our study. It must, however, be
confessed that the study of Adwaita philosophy is certainly not an
easy one, It demands a grasp of thought and a closeness of
attention which cannot be acquired without sustained effort.
Readers whose time for contemplation is very limited, or who are
deeply absorbed in worldly affairs, may, therefore, be excused
when they fail to master its principles. The inexcusable offence is
that so many persons presume to pronounce judgment on a
matter whichthey do neither take pains to understand nor have
the capacity to understand. ‘That critics of this order are pretty
numerous, current literature affords overwhelming evidence.
The philosophy of Shri Shankara has, no doubt, exerted a
vast influence on the progress of thought, and especially on the
development of Indian philosophy. But it is not at present as
popular as some dualistic philosophies. Of the many men one
meets who have studied Shri Shankar’s philosophy as patt of their
University course, one finds many who admit that they never
understand him, or who say that they think his theories attractive
but quite untenable, or who regard the whole system as absutd;
but one rarely finds one who is heart and soul and without any re-
servation an Adwaitin, a follower of Shti Shankar, ready to devote
his whole life to the thorough study of his grand Bdskyas. But we
can hardly keep out of the way of Dualists. The reason liesin the fact
that Shti Shankar’s philosophy which is difficult to understand,
does not readily lend itself to any mis-interpretation that is likely tp

be attractive. The study of Shri Shankar’s philosophy could hardly
lead any one to accept conclusions from his writings which are not



vi

excellent so far as they go. Shri Shankar misunderstood is repellent;
and partial understanding does not, merely because partial, lead one
to adopt an attitude of mind the very reverse of what Shri Shankar
intended. Dualistic philosophers, on the other hand, are still more
difficult to understand, because of their want of consistency and
logic, but misunderstanding is quite easy and unfortunately most
attractive, A person has only to assent to the platitude that
there are two sides of every question as there are to a railway-
station to be delighted to find he is a philosopher and a very broad-
minded scholar, If we wish to understand Shri Shankar’s philo-
sophy we must go straight to the fountain-head, think out, and
ponder over all he has so say, and pever to turn aside or be influ-
enced by criticism from however exalted a quarter it may come,
until we have formed our opinion on the meaning and contents of
the work by original study. Criticisms come afterwards, and the
more of them the better, especially if they proceed from all points
of the intellectual compass. We should keep an open mind and let
them confirm, modify, or reverse our opinion as the case may be.
But we must read the original first. ‘The majority of the people,
if they read at all especially such works as Shri Shankar’s, read
the criticisms first, form their faith second-hand, and never really
reach the point of original perusal. Those that study the Vedanta
with the mere idea of criticising its teachings, only look atthe
apparent superficial discrepancies that they meet at the outset,
and condemn the whole system. From them the truths of Vedanta
will ever remain hidden; for, they only see in it what they only
wish to see, and hence make no progress in understanding the
deeper truths. It is only such persons that criticise the Vedanta
so freely; and, generally speaking, the greater the ignorance of the
subject the louder and more incisive is the criticism. These critical
sciolists go to the fountain-head of wisdom, but without drinking
of it, pick up only the pebbles and stones scattered near it.

The perverse misrepresentations of controversialists have been
such as would drive an advocate to despair, unless he were inspired
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by an intense love of his subject and a profound regard for the
honour of Shri Shankardchfrya. When we hear writers.of repute
confounding pantheism, idealism, realism, monism, nihilism and
other isms with Shri Shankardchirya’s Vedanta, it is certainly in-
cumbent on those who value the truth to come forward and put
these purblind babblers in the right,

Many European and a few Indian critics of the Vedanta
philosophy express themselves as fully convinced that it is pan-
theistic. And yet, in reality, such is by no means the truth.
For Pantheism is defined as ‘‘the doctrine that the Universe taken
or conceived of as a whole is God, or the doctrine that there is
no God but the combined forces and laws which are manifested
in the existing Universe.” It is plain that the Vedanta never
denies the existence of God. It holds that while the idea of 4 God
separate from man, regarded as an object of veneration and love,
is not a contradiction of the real truth yet it represents want
of ability to perceive that truth in its reality, and says that
the highest truthis reached when we are able to see one only,
not God and nature, but God, and God alone, Itdoes not
say that the combined forces and laws which are manifested
in the existing Universe go to make up the conception God.
Then what does the Vedanta mean, when it says that we should
see God in everything? The whole difference lies in one word.
Whete the Pantheist sees nature as God, the Vedantist sees God
in nature, So long as we look upon tree as tree, it is nothing
more than a tree; but when we dive deep, leaving the neme and
form behind, and try to realise the inner essence of the tree, we
see nothing but God. All the differences in the world are
differences of ‘‘time, space, and causality’ (¥-wwe-faféents)
or of ‘names and forms’ (AMEY); and that these ‘names and
forms,” or ‘time, space, and causality’ are, deeply con-
sidered, but forms of the mind, 7. ., appearances or pictures
projected by the mind; and when the mind is purified, subdued,
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and at rest, the inner umity, the ultima:te substratum of this
phenomenal universe reveals itself. The Vedantist sees that
Nature, by itself, can not exist one moment. He sees further that
the assertion of an independant Infinite and a dependent Universe
contains a grave contradiction, for that finite Universe will itself
Timit the Infinite. It is insufficient to say that God, being infinite,
holds in his hand this power of self-limitation, for that would in-
troduce into the Infinite two irreconcilable elements, an uncon-
ditioned element (if that were possible) and a conditioned element.
Consequently God can not be Nature, ot to put it more clearly,
Nature can not express God. But by withdrawing within ourselves
and from Nature, that which we saw as Nature we see anew as God.
We are enabled tolook through the veil which we ourselves have cast
over the reality, and the veil disappeating reveals the God within,
The difference between the Vedanta and Pantheism may be thus
summed up. According to Pantheism, God is the sum or totality
of phenomena; while according to the Vedanta God is the under-
lying essence of phenomena which ate but the result of name
and form superimposed upon the essence.® Again we can neverf
know the Absolute; if we could, it would cease to be the Absolute.
What then can we do? We can realize that we are the Absolute,
that the very idea of the Infinite precludes a second. Then it must
follow this Universe must also be that Absolute. Obviously it is
so, but—and here the Vedanta is saved from degenerating into
Pantheism—this Universe is not as it appears to us. "It exists
(therefore the Vedanta is not Idealism), but not as we know it.

* 5 AAEY SHIEY ARORISSHART, 7 T R | ¥ RN A | DR aaes
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(Therefore name and form in all their variety have their being ouly in Brah-
man, Brahman's being is not in them. They have no being when Brahman’s
existence is denied, and are, therefore, said to have their being in It. Itis through
these {padkis (of name and form) that Brahman is wanifested to us as all categories
of being—as the Knower, as the objects Known, as Knowledge, as words, as objects. )
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The idea that there are differentiations and consequently imper-
fections, is a Superimposition caused by Ignorance, but still there
is a reality upon which these mistaken notions appear, Therefore,
again, the Vedanta is neither Realism, nor Idealism, and yet
either of these is explicable in the light of the Vedanta that there
is a reality which appears as material and yet is not material,
In that appearance is all that is true of Realism. Inthe statement
that given an Infinite there also can not be a Finite lies all that is.
true of Idealism. But above and beyond both of these is the
truth, the reality, which is neither material nor immaterial but
contains within itself all that is true of either. When the Vedanta
says that knowledge leads to liberation, to self-realisation, know-
ledge is not simply theoretical and speculative regarding the
relation of the Atman to experience and nature, but practical in-
tuitive knowledge* gained by means of Skravana, Manana,
and Nididhydsana, through the fourfold probationary processes
of Viveka, Vairdgya, Sédhana-Sampatts, and Mumukshutva.t

Philosophy in the West is mainly an intellectual synthesis,
purely a thing of intellect. Being dominated by purely speculative
or theoretical comsiderations out of a passion for unification
and systematization, it affords wonderful snsight into the workings
of natute, but lacks the power for guidancein our journey through
this valley of the shadow of death. The greatness and glory of
the Vedanta philosophy consists in the fact that it aims not merely
at insight but at conduct guided by insight or at the wise conduct
of life with a view to spiritual progress and realisation. From the
very first, the Vedanta philosophy has drawn close to the heart of
Life and seen clearly what man’s existence, hopes, and destiny are,
Its dominant note has always been emancipation, liberation, free-
dom, and not merely an intellectual understanding of the Uni-
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verse, The burden of the Western philosophy is what is mentally
unintelligrble and that of the Vedanta philosophy is what is prac-
tically unbearable. But to call Vedanta a dismal system preaching
from beginning to end, the dreary gospel of despair and disap-
pointment is extremely one-sided and does not touch its essential
features. It is, no doubt, true that the note of pessimism is clearly
audible in the system but it disappears altogether and gives place to
sublime optimism in the region of the higher spiritual synthesis of
the Universe taught in the Vedanta. As Swimi Vivek4nanda puts
it:—¢“The Vedanta system begins with tremendous pessimism and
ends with real optimism, We deny the sense-optimism, but assert
the real optimism., Real happiness is not in the senses, but above
the senses; and it is in every man. The sort of optimism which
we see in the world is what will lead to ruin through the senses.
Abnegation has the greatest importance in our philosophy. Nega-
tion implies affirmation of the real Self. Vedanta is pessimistic
so far as it negates the world of the senses, but it is optimistic in
its assertion of the real world.”” Schopenhauer who has frequently
and handsomely avowed his obligations to the Upansshads which
he unhesitatingly calls Sacred, says:—*‘In the whole world there is
no study so beneficial and so elevating as that of the Upanishads.
It has been the solace of my life, it will be the solace of my death.”’
Prof. Max-Muller says:—*‘Indian philosophy contains no outcry
against divine injustice, and in no way encourages suicidal expe-
dients. They would, in fact, be of no avail, because, according
to Indian views, the same troubles and the same problems would
have to be faced again and again in another life. Considering that
the aim of all Indian philosophy was the removal of suffering,
which was caused by nescience, and the attainment of the highest
happiness, which was produced by knowledge, we should have
more right to call it endeemonistic than pessimistic.’’

The spiritual life, in the words of Prof. Royce, is nota gentle
or an easy thing, It is, indeed, through andthrough and forever
paradoxical, earnest, enduring, toilsome; yes, if you like, painfully -
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tragic. Whoever hopes to find it anything else, either now or in
some far-off heaven, hopes unquestionably in vain, If that is pessi-
mism,-and in one sense, namely, in the sense in which many tender
but thoughtless souls have used the phrase, it is pessimism, being
opposed, to the gentle and optimistic hopes of such,-then a Vedan-
tist has never been optimistic in that sense, but a maintainer of the
sterner view that life is forever tragic. But a Vedantist does not
stop hete; he goes further and says-Only spirituality consists in
being heroic enough to accept the tragedy of existence, and to glory
in the strength wherewith it is given to the true lords of life, to
conquer this tragedy, and to make their world after all divine.*
The doctrine of M4y4, which is so highly abstruse and hence
apt to be misunderstood and miscriticised, and which has, indeed,
been called the wea’ point of the Vedanta is the pivotal principle of
the Adwaita philosophy—the final pronouncement of Indian specu-
lation on the conception of Reality and Appearance, It is now
beginning to be understood and appreciated in the West in thelight
of the teachings of Kant and Schopenhauer, Carlyle writes, ‘“Thisso
solid seeming world after all is but an air-image over Me, the only
reality: and nature with its thousandfold productions and destruc-
tion but the reflex of our inward force, the fantasy of our dream.”’
¢ All visible things are emblems, What thou seest is not thete on its
own account; strictly speaking is not there at all.  Matter exists
only spiritually, and to represent some idea and body it forth.”’ Dr,
Deussen once wrote as follows :—f ‘Whatever may ormay not be the
opinion of * * * the greatest truth of all the Indian philosophy is that
this world is M4y4,—a mere illusion. It agrees wonderfully with
the best that Occidental philosophy has produced. Ré4méinuja and
others are unworthy accomodations to the empirical standpoint.”
These ate the words of a great man who has devoted his life to the
study of this philosophy.

* AR Feaa. (8. %), o RS B (R 3RS, ), o T
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The Vedanta says that the world is a mere dream, implying
thereby that it has'no real and permanent existence. The very
same truth has been established, though by a different method, in
modern times. .

Kant has proved that the whole world is contained within
these three forms of thought, wiz, time, space, and causality.
A thing must existin time and space, and must be the cause or
effect of some other thing. These are, therefore, the three ulti-
mate categories to which all the phenomena of the world could
be reduced. Now, time, space, and causality had been considered
by all philosophers before Kantto have an objective existence.
But Kant detected the fallacy of this position, and proved that
time, space, and causality are merely the subjective forms of the
intellect (gfgfmim), that is, they exist only in the mind. And
he came to the curious conclusion that we can never know things
as they really are in themselves, because of our own intellects
which build up mask after mask, veil after veil, between us and
the objects, if such there be which we are trying to behold in the
white light of truth. So that, to know anything as it is,—the
thing-in-itself as Kant called it,—we must take it out of time, out.
of space and away from the idea of causality; and what is left, if any-
thing is left, is the thing-in-itself. Kant supposed that the thing
left after this triple unveiling would be what we call Force; though
what Force is, is one of those things nobody kmows. So argued
Kant. Hebelieved to havethereby overthrown Metaphysics for ever.

Then comes the vital contribution of Schopenhauer to Ger-
man philosophy. We can not conceive Force or the Thing-in~
itself; but that does not matter, for we are that Force, that Thing-
in-itself. The will in us is the Thing-in-itself, the Reality, the Force
behind phenomena, and it is the passage of the will through the
triple prison of the intellect, with its three sides—time, space, and '
causality—that gives rise to the many coloured world.

Dr. Deussen writes:—*‘No sculptor’s chisel, no poet’s hymn
can worthily celebrate him (Schopenhauer) for it.”” (P. 97). Mr.
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Charles Johnston writes:—'‘Now here comes in the moral of the
tale. It is axiomatic—at least with the modern Europeans,—that
modern Europeans are the most important and admirable persons
in the world; ‘that their achievments are to the achievements of
of other folk as wine is to water, as sunlight to moonlight. Itis
iﬁs'trﬁctive,‘ therefore, for us to learn that the last and highest
eachievement of the best intellect of modern Europe, and the only
achievement which is the outcome of pure reason and setious
thought, brings us exactly to where we were in the old Indian
days, when silver-tongued Shankara taught the final lessons of the
Vedanta.philosophy. Every conclusion, even the very phrases of
our best modern thought, have their counterparts in that great
teacher’s work, and we are constrained to say, the Indian expres-
sion of the ultimate truth has a far finer quality of style than the
. modern, for Shankara says, the last reality is, not the reverted
Will-toward-life or some hypothetical Force, but our own inmost
and eternal selves; and we can easily see how much higher an
expression, from the point of view of power and beauty, Shankar’s
. is than Kant’s or Schopenhauer’s.”

If the phenomenal knowledge that comes to us through the
senses tends to withdraw us from the search for the underlying
principles of existence, we may well term this phenomenal know-
ledge Avidyd-Ignorance, not because it is valueless in itself, but
because of its self-centering hostility to the higher kind of know-
ledge. The Vedantin confines his attention to the highest pro-
blems of life; and views with disfavour whatever tends to obscure
the philosophic vision. And the phenomenon has this tendency,
and receives hence such names as Avidyd, illusion, &c. The
absolute superiority of philosophy, if once admitted, justifies fully
the language adopted by the Vedantin in respect of the material
concerns of life. ‘These concerns ate paramount, it is true, to
physical science and to us as worldly men. But this is no reason
why we should forget that the concerns of scignce are after

~n
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all subordinate to the higher comcerns of philosophy. Prof,
Huxley in a remarkable passage says:—‘The student of nature,
who starts from the axiom of the umiversality of the law of
causation, can not refuse to admit an eternal existence; if he
admits the conservation of energy, if he admits the existence of
immaterial phenomena in the form of comsciousness, he must
admit the possibility,-at any rate, of an eternal series of such )
phenomena; and, if his studies have not been barren of the best
fruit of the investigation of nature, he will have enough sense to
see that when Spinoza says, ‘by God we understand an absolute,
infinite Being, this is an unchangeable Essence, with infinite
attributes,’ the God so conceived is one that only a very great
fool would deny, even in his heart. Physical science is as little
Atheistic as it is Materialistic.” :

Vedanta is charged with fostering inaction, fatalism, leading
finally to Nihilism. Such objections are simply due to misunder-
standing or ignorance of what Shri Shankar has written. ‘*All
empiric action is true, so long as the knowledge of the Self is not
teached, just as isthe action in dreams before awaking takes place,
As long in fact as the knowledge of Unity with the true Selfis not
reached, one does not have a consciousness of the unreality of the
procedure connected with standards and objects of knowledge and
fruits of works, but every creature, under a designation of ¢I”
and ‘mine,’ mistakes mere transformations for the Self and for
the characteristics of the Self, and on the other hand leaves out of
consideration their original Brahman-Selfhood; therefote, before
the consciousness of identity with Brakman awakens, all worldly
and Vaidic actions are justified.”*

Frofessor Max Muller a staunch advocate of truth says: ‘‘For
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all practical purposes, the Vedantist would hold that the whole
phenomenal world, both in its objective and subjective character,
should be accepted as real. Itis as real as anything canbe to
the ordinary mind. It is not mere emptiness, as the Buddhists
maintain. And thus the Vedanta philosophy leaves to every man a
wide sphere of real usefulness, and places him under a law agstrict
and binding as any thing can be in this transitory life, It leaves
him a Deity to worship as omnipotent and majestic as the deities
of any other religion. I has room for almost every religion,
nay, 7 embraces them all.”
Itis ShriShankar’s distinction, to adopt Dr. Deussen’s words,
between Paré and Apard Vidys, between empirical (saaeriian)
and metaphysical(qRAIHE) existence, between phenomena and
the thing-in-itself, and this distinction alone which makes it pos-
sible to give full freedom of action to the natural sciences in their
tendency to complete materialism, and yet, by way of the most con-
vincing proofs, to attain to a philosophical view of things in which
all essential saving truths of religion are obtained from the mere
analysis of the facts of inner experience. And, therefore, Vedanta
has no quarrel with science or civilisation. It says ‘‘Indulge as
much as you can in the revelties of science, conquer worlds, build
empires, ‘rift the earth, flash the lightenings, roll the waters, weigh
the Sun,’ but always remember that these are not the end of exis-
tence, but that the heart must be satisfied as well as the intellect.”’

The Vedanta emphatically condemns the procrustean uni-
formity now relentlessly enforced by the competitive ideal
prevailing in Europe. Darwin summed up this ideal in the ten
memorable words, ‘‘Marry, multiply, let the strongest live, and
the weakest die”’!! This is the most heartless doctrine ever offered
for the salvation of mankind.

That modern civilisation is lacking in some of the noble
elements of humanity has been pointed out by many of the leading
writers:—‘‘Your average Englishman,’’ says Carlyle, ‘‘does not
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greatly care whether there be God or not, provided that thc?' price of

the stock does not fall. If yon want to awaken his real beliefs, you

must descend into his stomach, purse, and the adjacent regions.”
«“The ruling Goddess of England,’” mournfully observes

Ruskin, ““may well be described as the Goddess of Getting on, or

Britannia of the Market etc.” ‘
The following lines from Tennyson aptly describe the efforts

of modern science:—

“*Science moves, but slowly slowly, creeping on from point to point,

Slowly comes a hungry people, as lion creeping nigher,

Glares at one that nods and winks behind a slowly dying fire,
* ! * * % ¥

‘*Knowledge comes but wisdom lingers and I linger on the shore,
And the individual withers, and the wotld is more and more,”’
Yes, knowledge comes but wisdom lingers.
The Vedanta does not deny Evolution. But all evolution is.
phenomenal, is in nature, and not in the soul, and, therefore, has
no place in the final realisation of the Higher Self,

Tuittiriya Upanishad defines Brahman as e FWaa=aq or
g or W:. It means Existence, Knowledge, Eternity, Bliss, and
Flavour Absolute. These are not to be comsidered as quali-
tiesor atttibutes of Brahman. It has none. It does not exist—1It.
is Existence. It does not know—It is Knowledge. Itis not eternal
or happy or flavoury —It is Eternity, Bliss, Flavour. Without it no
existence, knowledge, eternity, happiness, flavour is possible.
An eternal truth is one which must be true by its own internal
necessity: its ‘‘being” is its truth. &Gl 9 &3 (9. wr). qE@-
A GG 93 | (3. ¢$). Similarly Brahman must exist, be-
cause its existence and its essential nature are one. Its exisfence
is its essense, and its essence is itself, And since for the Vedantin
self-conditioned being is onme and ome omly, Brahman is the
only and all self-conditioned Reality. smfifew walaw = o L
TER A, 7 SRR | (9 ¥%,%¥%.), It follows that the existence of
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contingent being involves the necessary existence of Brahman.
The nerve of this proof lies in the absurdity of supposing that there
can be contingent without self-dependent Reality. (TrRRmm-
Fegmare:) The necessary existence of Brahman is Its Eter-
nity; for It is incapable of contingent necessity, since there
is nothing real beside It on which It could be contingent.
{ T, | 7 T e aegeeer | RER T 9, SaREReEr ! O
999, %¢.).

So understood, the ontological argument is valid, and does
not come under Kant’s criticism, And its validity depends upon
the unique nature of the idea of Brahman. If you apply the
ontological argument to anything except the whole and unique
system of experience, Kant’s criticism is unanswerable, If ex-
istence is necessarily included in the idea of Brahman, then
‘Brahman must exist,’ isan analytical judgment, It is com~
tradictory to think the subject without the predicate; but as Kant
pointed out, it is not in the least comtradictory to think neither
subject nor predicate. You cannot conceive Brahman without
conceiving it to exist, if existence is included in the content of
its.idea; but you need not conceive Brahman at all. But the
cogency of this reasoning disappears the moment that Brahman
stands for the whole Reality. Then you cannot get rid of the
subject of your analytical judgement without removing that
which all and any experience involves; you cannot refuse to
conceive Brahman without ceasing to think or doubt or feel,
in short, without ceasing to be (J&RT WA | SRR I JA |
% 3.'2.8). Hence, there is obviously a fundamental connection
between the uniqueness and the self-determined emstence of
Brahman, (T fg Terdead 11 9. oy.). ‘

The Vedanta philosophy sets forth a very high and noble idea
of God. Itis not that of a personal God with which the other reli-
gions are contented, To the Vedantin personal God is a lowerbeing
(). His God is a purely impersonal one. The Brahman
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which he seeks to realise is Eternal Existence, Knowledge, and
Bliss. Professor Max Miiller writes deliberately as follows:—*‘The:
Vedanta whether we call it a religion or a philosophy, has com-
pletely broken with the effete anthropomorphic conception of God
and of the Soul as approaching the throne of God, gnd has opened
vistas which were unknown to the greatest thinkers of Europe.
The Vedanta philosophy shows that the relation between man
and God is far closer and more intimate than that set forth in
any other system. It establishes the identity of the human soul
with the Supreme Soul and thus inculcates a higher code of
morality, Dr. Deussen says—‘‘So the Vedanta, in its unfalsified.
form, is the strongest support of pure morality, is the greatest
consolation in the sufferings of life and death,—Indians keep to it.”’

If there is and can be one existence, how then did that which.
is infinite, ever perfect, ever blessed, become subject to delusion ?
Whence comes this azidyd, this primal cause of ignorance, sin
and misery ? The answer to this question is this. ‘The whole-
question is inadmissible. Why ? If perfection is that which is.
beyond time, space, and causality, then this question assumes the-
form: How did the perfect become imperfect ? In logical language
this question asks how that which is beyond causation becomes
subject to it. Here we first admit that something is beyond caus-
ation, and then ask what caused it. Questions regarding origins
can only be asked witkin the limit of causation. ‘Therefore the
question is an impossible one. ‘‘Vou ask for the cause of azidyd,
but it has no cause; for causality goes only so far as this Samsdra
goes, but never beyond. In inquiring after such a cause you ahuse:
your mental organ for which it is not made and where it is no more
available,”*

* Prof. Deussen's judgement that ‘‘all philosophers in India and Greece and
everywhere have been defective, until Kant came to show us that the whole-
question (From where comes this azidyd ?) is inadmissible®’ is, in my humble
opinion, not well-founded. cf e. g.—

SlRaATFEREET T SR 1, SERIE Rlsemst aahka AR, |



To find the true grotindwork of the rules of morality is one
of the most vexed questions of philosophical speculations. Kant
tried to establish the rules of morality on an enduring basis. He
taught that there is an innate moral law within each person that
stands pre-eminent ahove all those that relate to the ends called
pleasure and pain in daily life; consequently, by irresistible ne-
cessity each person is bound to follow that law, which i abso-
lutely free from sefsuous motives. The moral law, -a¢cording to
Kant is not a kypothetical imperative, that promulgates that such
and such means will end in such and such results; it is rather
a categorical imperative, in other words, an absolute command,
It does not otiginate in reason, motive, impulse, desire, but in
pure reasom, which is otonomous, one, and universal. It, there-
fore, implies freedom. He posited the existence of a noumenal be-
hind the phenomenal, though noumenal was-held to be, beyond
the scope of his *‘theoretical reason,’’ or empirical will. But what
was impossible for the human understanding became possible for
the practical reason or the rational will. He referred the question
of ethics like all other questions, not to human actions and its
consequences, but to this will whose manifestations arethe different

TR | ARESTHENRTRINENRAR | 7. € W LR, A3 R feew, B3vw
B, SRTR 7 7, AR, T “aRe T (. 9. 9. %¢. ). & R ag
Foa (xa: ) REow | omd = a1 (9. §o ) ARG guehRges (3. %3.)
FTERETARTIIER AAFERTHY T, TARIGHARAAISTHGET | 79 B & Ssromh-
SETATHRE ARIGITAR | X, Y. 2. 0. TSR T g AP | FoT-
qUREE e g 1R, {3 8. ARuRERaRssRiE SRR | TR
@R 7 T I N & afe. 298, Paeda=Raerd srdT FeRksgam-
ER=TATH TRIEAIARRI 79 A TRIVER, W16 Sat FOREREE HR-
OHFEIEI 7 AARFIRS3E §roBd | AUEFI-Tgey FEHE 9 2.2, Sl
SrRTeEER: | X /@ 233,84 7’ ERE 51 5 smweiE S dsE-
i TER=ATE [ERETE W NSRRI e
TR 7 AR | SR ae Ree | R [, g 2.8

Prof. Deussen’s remark, that the scientific proofs of Mdyd are not in Shankara,
but only in Kant, is simply inexplicable to me.




= - ’

kinds of worldly activities, intellectual and moral. As he main-
tained this will to be otonomous and inconsistent with dependence
on anything external to itself, all questions based on it revolve
round the freedom of the noumenal as a necessary postulate. The
problem of ethics was, therefore, reduced by him to those of duty
and freedom~duty in the sphere of phenomenal activity and freedom
in the region of supersensible experience. Indian philosophets dive
deeper into the solution of this problem. The Indian psychology,
accordingly, teaches that thought or intellection is the function of
physical organisms which are in themselves either the products or
the manifestations of a metaphysicalagent, Thoughall the activities
can be explained by the nature of the organisms through which it
acts, itself can not be so explained through the activities of orga-
nisms. The highest end of human life is, therefore, the freedom
of this self from all conditioning activities or the realisation by
itself of its own true nature which by reason of its projection on
the material plain, got bound and launched into the diverse forms
of action. Herein consists the true solution of the problems of -
ethics,—the realisation by the self of its own real natute, which is
one of pure intelligence and bliss, by d15entanghng 1tse1f from the
meshes of phenomenal activity or Samséra.

According to the Vedanta the essence of the moral problems
lies in the conflict of reason and sensibility.

mﬁm T 1
ST AT SR TeeTafay
—1. 7Y 28y
T T aefeaan aer san srfe o
—2.89
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The doctrine of Karma and the moral preparation enjoined by
it assume this conflict of reason and sense wh1ch must be over-
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come for salvation. The Law of Xarma is nothing more than the
law of conservation of energy. It simply means that nothing is
lost, SEriErRTRIsRa 3-¥o , but every particle, however minute, is
so intimately linked with all the rest in the universe, that there
cannot be disturbancein it, however slight, but will be communi-
cated to its immediate neighbour, and will thus travel from parti-
cle to particle, till it pervades the whole universe. Not a thought,
- not a feeling, not 4 sentiment can arise in the hidden recesses of
the soul, not a sigh can escape the troubled heart, not a word
.can be uttered, not a deed can be done but will be felt and recorded
throughout the length and breadth and depth of the universe, in
characters which can not be effaced without annihilating the uni-
verse itself. I should like to point out the bearing of this Law of
Karma upon our moral conduct in the language of the late Prof.
Max Miiller: ‘“The belief that no act, whether good oz bad, can be
lost, is only the same belief in the moral world which our belief in
the preservation of force is in the physical world. Nothing can
be lost. Ii.a man feels that what without any fault of his own he
suffers in this life, can only be the result of some of his own former
acts, he will bear his sufferings with more resignation like a
debtor who is paying off an old debt. And if he knows besides
that in this life he may by suffering not only pay off his old debts,
but actually lay by a moral capital for the future, he has a motive
for goodness which is not more selfish than he ought to be. There
must be a cause, the Vedanta phﬂosophers say, to account for the
effect which we see but too cleatly, and that cause can not possibly
be found in the mere caprice or injustice of the creator, However
sceptical we may be on the power of any ethical teaching and its
influence on the practical conduct of men and women, there can
be no doubt that this doctrine of Kzrma has met with the widest
acceptance and has helped to soften the sufferings of millions and

to encourage them mot only in their endurance of present evils
but likewise in their efforts to improve their future condition’’
(Vedant Philosophy, p p. 164-66.). '
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The Vedanta requires that duty should be done. f?r duty’s
sake. - We should act in the right direction, because it is a duty,
and not because it is agreeable and beneficial. We s%lould res;gect.
personality as such without any reference to the particular dcisxres
or inclinations. “‘With the Vedantist,”’ writes Prof. Max B./Iullf:r,
tihe feeling of common interest, nay, of the oneness or s?hdant‘y
of the human race, was most natural. Their whole phx}osoPhy
was built on the conviction that every human being has its true
being in Brahman, and this feeling, though it is chiefly meta-
physical, breaks out occasionally as a moral power also, We say,
we should love our neighbour as ourselves. The Vedantist says
we should love our neighbour as our self, Z. e. we should love them
not for what is merely phenomenal in them, for their goodness, o1
beauty, ot strength, or kindness, but for their soul, for the divine
self in all of them.” (Lectures on the Vedanta philosophy, p.p.
168-9.). He further on observes, ‘‘It shows an enormoﬁs amount
of intellectual labour to have reasoned outthat we should love
our neighboutr, because in loving him we love God, and in loving-
God, we love ourselves. The deep truth that lies hidden in this,
was certainly not elaborated by any other nation so far as I know.”’
(P. 170). In the Brihaddranyaka Upanishad the sage Yijnya-
valkya teaches his wife Maitreyi that ¢‘Verily, a husband is not
dear, that you may love the hushand; but that you may love the:
self, therefore the husband is dear. Verily, a wife is not dear,
that you may love the wife; but you may love the self, therefore
a wife is dear, etc. etc.” Now at first sight this might appear a
cruel and selfish doctrine, but it is not so. The real meaning is,
not that any love is to be lessened or contracted, but that it is to-
be expanded and increased until it embraces all things, until it
sees the Divinity underlying even the most repulsive and brutalised
forms; until becoming thoroughly purified and disembued of the -
idea of the little self as an individual, even the husband, the wife, .
the child, the beloved friend is not loved as being ‘‘mine,’’ but.
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as being a manifestation of the’Self—the one spirit in which all
the little selves lose their individuality—the God the Absolute by
Whom all things exist, Who is in all, Who is all.”’

The Vedanta philosophy is optimistic and universalistic in
character. The universe, being but the expression of the Absolute
spirit, is essentially good and united by common interest. The
feeling of Unity or Solidatity is strong in the Vedanta philosophy,
as all men are viewed as but the expression of the same Universal
Spirit or Brahman. Our love of humanity is the legitimate out-
come of out consciousness of unity with our fellows; it is the prac-
tical expression of our regard for the true or Divine Self in us.

Christianity, like all the other great religions of the wozld,
states correctly the moral law in the famous precept, ‘‘Love thy
. neighbour as thyself.” But why should I doso? My neighbour
is different from myself; and his pleasures and pains are not mine,
nor mine his. Dr. Deussen assures us that ‘““the answer is not
in the Bible (this venerable book being not yet quite free from
Semitic realism), but it is in the Vede, is in the great formula Zaz
tvam asi, which gives us in three words metaphysics and morals
together.”” And again:—*‘*The highest and purest morality is the
immediate consequence of the Vedanta.”

According to the Vedanta morality is restricted to the sphere
of the relative and the phenomenal,

srframafamEmaT SRt ATt e 9 1 L & W 199

As the essence of morality lies in the conflict between reason
and sensibility (0 I8Y a4), there is left no room for moral
restraint, because there is no necessity for it, when semse is

transcended.
FERqEaTE SO AR |
gl Tl S & Ay heed |
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From the Vedantic standpoint, an individual may thus be
liberated even during this mortal life of his (Jivan-mukti). Inthe
Vedanta ethics, religion, and metaphysics are inseparably blended.,
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together, The freedom of the will, the immortality of the soul,
and the existense of God are, according to Kant, but the postulates
of Practical Reason—hypotheses warranted by moral experience,
but from the Vedantic standpoint these are as much real as any
other fact of personal experience. If Brahman or the Supreme Being
is real then with Him these are also realities inseparable from His
expressions, Kant regards sensibility as altogether alien to the
rational nature of man, and so he insists on its extirpation.‘ The
Vedantist, on the other hand, regards sensibility as but, a means of
the realisation of the true Self. It is the due regulation or control
of the senses and passions, argly:, (and not their extirpation).
that constitutes the essence of virtue, as it tends to free us from
the fetters of this world and to promote our true life in Brahman.
Thus we may say that the Vedantic ethics is rather austere than
ascetic. While Kant’s system teaches self-mortification, Vedanta
teaches abstemiousness (§:). To Kant, a feeling of ‘‘inner con-
straint’’ enters into the very meaning of duty, so that, ‘‘Duty is
the action to which a person is bound,” itis *‘compulsion to a
purpose unwillingly adopted.” To the Vedantist, however, duty
is inseparable from life (¥t @), and it is cheerfully accepted as
a meaps of salvation. To extinguish the impulses would be to
render life inoperative. The Vedanta teaches that the Universal
orderis essentially moral in its tendency dawETAY & w@Er o)
(% ). We are to aim at the purity of the mind, and that we
should not at all be mindful of the results, or as they are called
the ‘fruits’ of our actions. The Vedanta is characterised by
catholicity and toleration. Every faith or tendency is considered
by the Vedantist as having a place in the Universal frame-work.
The Universal Spirit is conceived by the Vedantist as essentially

True, Good, and Beautiful at the same time (Ffv=RT=gw) A, o7

T, Hﬁ‘snm—%. 3. 9.5.). The Absolute as manifested in nature is
the Beautiful, as conceived by intelligence is the Supreme Reality

-
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or T'rue, and as realised in practice is the Good. Ananda or Blessed-
ness is an indispensable constituent of Brahman, and all creatures
struggle not for existence but for happiness. In their own nature they
are blissful, for the Swaripa of the Atman or Self of all is Ananda
ot Bliss, butthrough M4yA4 they forget that they are themselves the-
fountain and storehouse of Bliss. As the two famous verses of
the Zuaittiriya Upanishad beautifully put it:—“Bliss is Brahman
from Bliss, indeed, are these beings verily born:—By bliss, when
born, do they live:—Into Bliss do they, when departing, enter.”’
(3. 6.). Again—"“He (Atman) is the Flavour, This one, indeed,
having obtained Flavour becomes blessed. Who, indeed, could live,
who breathe, should not this Bliss be in the heart? This verily it is.
that bestows bliss.”’ (2. 7.). Infinite Bliss is the harmonising and
comforting agency in the universe, and it is the realisation of this
Infinite Bliss pervading and sustaining the Universe, that is man’s
highest and noblest aspiration and goal.
ST SRe: Tl L |
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Burdened with our doubts, baffled by our reasons, stumbling all
too frequently over our own simplest thoughts, climbing the Hill
Difficulty, those of us who have embraced this Divine Philoso-
phy will prize most highly of all those moments when Shiri
Shankarichirya’s Vedanta takes us by the hand and plants us in
a purer air where we can see the Universal Self inour own Self,
‘where the Personal becomes the Impersonal, where Love is Light
and Light is Love.
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